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Golden Gwent Toasts Another Winner With 
Thunderball Jackpot Win! 

 

A grandmother from Nantyglo has become the latest ‘Golden Gwent’ winner, 

after scooping a Thunderball jackpot of £250,000 in Saturday’s draw (3 May 

2008).  

 

Retired factory-worker Eileen Jones, 68, a grandmother of eight, has lived 

alone in a council flat in Nantyglo since her husband died 11 years ago.  

Eileen only knew of her amazing windfall after she returned home from a Bank 

Holiday break and checked her numbers on Teletext. 

 

Eileen said: “I had to check the numbers over and over again, because I didn’t 

believe it could be right. I phoned my two sons, Glyn (47) and Robert (43), 

and they came over straight away to double check the numbers for me. I am 

still in shock! 

 

“I can’t believe I have won this sort of money – my late husband was a miner 

and I worked in a factory.  We always got by and had the odd holiday but I 

never dreamed I would have this much.  When my husband died, I had to sell 

our house and have since moved to a council flat. Now I’ve got £250,000, I 

can’t wait to buy a house of my own. I want my own front door again!”  
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Eileen is the latest lottery winner from ‘Golden Gwent’ – one of the UK’s 

luckiest lottery hotspots.  She joins six other lottery winners in the area who 

have won in the last two years:  Cwmbran couple Gareth and Jenny Cooper  

won £2,470,699 in April 2006 and retired Crumlin miners, John Ackerman and 

John Stinchcombe, shared the £11,544,846 Lotto Double Rollover jackpot 

later in August later that year.   

 

Last year was even luckier for Gwent – Celestina Setterland, from Newport, 

won £1,173,269 in January and in April Jennifer Southall from Newport won 

£8,372,751 and Joanne Gilbert from Abertillery, scooped £1,146,742.  The 

most recent winner was Susan Wall from Blaina who won £2,443,024 in 

September 2007.  

 

Eileen plays Thunderball with a regular set of numbers and bought her 

winning ticket at the Co-Op Store in High Street, Blaina. Her winning numbers 

were 2, 7, 11, 30, 33, and the Thunderball, 8. 
 
This Wednesday’s (7 May) The National Lottery jackpot is an estimated £2.5 

million while Friday’s (9 May) EuroMillions Draw is an estimated £31 million. 

Every Lotto slip now comes with its own Dream Number – it is up to players to 

mark ‘yes’ to give their Dream Number its chance of winning up to £500,000, 

or choose a Lucky Dip. 
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For further information, please contact 
Cathrine Harris, reMnet™ – Camelot’s regional media network: 
02920 660 119/ 07890 953 402 
 
Notes to Editors:  
• Camelot Group plc is the licensed operator of The National Lottery and is committed to 

raising money for the Good Causes designated by Parliament.  Camelot is not 
responsible for distributing or awarding these funds 

• To date, over £21 billion has been raised for the Good Causes by The National Lottery, 
and more than 294,000 individual awards have been made across the UK – the biggest 
programme of civic and social regeneration since the 19th Century.  The National Lottery 
has given away over £29 billion in prizes and created more than 2,000 millionaires or 
multi-millionaires since launch in 1994 

• Camelot runs one of the most cost-efficient lotteries in the world, with around 5% of total 
revenue taken in operating costs. At 40% of total sales (28% to the Good Causes and 
12% in lottery duty to the Government), Camelot returns a higher proportion of lottery 
revenue back to society than any other lottery operator in the world. National Lottery 
retailers receive 5% of total revenue in commission, and 50% of sales is paid out to 
players in prizes 

• Camelot is committed to the highest standards in player protection and social 
responsibility in both the retail and interactive environments. The National Lottery 
website, Sky Active and Play By Text services have been accredited by GamCare, the 
UK’s national centre for information, advice and practical help regarding the social impact 
of gambling – while Camelot’s approach to game design, test purchasing and retailer 
vigilance campaigns ensures player protection at retail. Camelot is ranked first in the 
leisure sector in Business in the Community’s 2006 Corporate Responsibility Index 

• For further information on Camelot, The National Lottery and its games, please visit the 
following websites: www.camelotgroup.co.uk and www.national-lottery.co.uk 

• Players of all National Lottery games must be aged 16 or over 
• The crossed fingers logo is the registered trademark of the National Lottery Commission 
• reMnet™ is the regional media network of Paratus Communications. 
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