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Swansong For Lotto-Winning Granddad 
 
A retired grandfather from Swansea is toasting the luck of the Welsh, after 

winning a Lotto fortune of £53,117 on St David’s Day (Saturday 1 March 

2008), by matching five numbers and the bonus ball. 
 
John Davies (57), from St Thomas, worked for BT in the city for more than 20 

years before retiring in 2003. Since his retirement, the life-long Swansea City 

fan, who has been married to wife Irene (56) – a kitchen assistant at a care 

home for 36 years – has indulged in his favourite pastimes of watching the 

Swans, spending time with his large family and helping with the administration 

of a table tennis team in Penlan. 
 
With three children – Rachel (33), David (31), and Tom (18) – and six 

grandchildren, John rarely has a moment to himself. However, it was during a 

quiet moment on the night of St David’s Day that Irene thought the Lotto 

numbers looked more than a little familiar.  
 
It was not until John checked the numbers on Teletext the following day that 

he realised just how lucky his numbers had been and called his wife and 

youngest son to share the good news. Unlike some people who might have 

celebrated their windfall with a glass of champagne or an extravagant meal, 

John spent the Sunday evening repairing the flat tyre on his son’s bike. 
 
John said: “When I saw my numbers on the screen, I thought I was seeing 

things. Although Irene had said that they looked familiar the night before, we 

thought that they would be spread across a few of the five lines that we play. 
 
“I immediately rang Irene at work, and texted Tom to tell him. It wasn’t until he 

returned home from his weekend job that he realised the win was as much as 

it was, and not the £117 that he thought he had seen on my text.” 
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John added: “Winning this money is great, it will allow us to make some 

renovations to the house and buy things that we otherwise would have had to 

put off for a little while.  Essentially we were happy before, but this lovely win 

will make our retirement a lot easier.”  
 
John bought his winning ticket at Morrisons store in Morfa Parc. The winning 

Lotto numbers on 1 March 2008 were 1, 8, 12, 20, 29, and 49 – and the bonus 

ball was 4. 
 
This Wednesday’s (19 March 2008) Lotto jackpot is an estimated £--- million, 

while Friday’s EuroMillions jackpot is an estimated £--- million. Every Lotto slip 

now comes with its own Dream Number – it is up to players to mark ‘yes’ to 

give their Dream Number its chance of winning up to £500,000, or choose a 

Lucky Dip®. 

-Ends- 
 

For further information, please contact 
Cathrine Harris, reMnet™ – Camelot’s regional media network: 
02920 660 119/ 07890 953 402 
 
 
Notes to Editors:  
 
• Camelot Group plc is the licensed operator of The National Lottery and is committed to 

raising money for the Good Causes designated by Parliament.  Camelot is not 
responsible for distributing or awarding these funds 

 
• To date, over £20 billion has been raised for the Good Causes by The National Lottery, 

and more than 280,000 individual awards have been made across the UK – the biggest 
programme of civic and social regeneration since the 19th Century.  The National Lottery 
has given away over £29 billion in prizes and created more than 2,000 millionaires or 
multi-millionaires since launch in 1994 

 
• Camelot runs one of the most cost-efficient lotteries in the world, with around 5% of total 

revenue taken in operating costs. At 40% of total sales (28% to the Good Causes and 
12% in lottery duty to the Government), Camelot returns a higher proportion of lottery 
revenue back to society than any other lottery operator in the world. National Lottery 
retailers receive 5% of total revenue in commission, and 50% of sales is paid out to 
players in prizes 
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• Camelot is committed to the highest standards in player protection and social 

responsibility in both the retail and interactive environments. The National Lottery 
website, Sky Active and Play By Text services have been accredited by GamCare, the 
UK’s national centre for information, advice and practical help regarding the social impact 
of gambling – while Camelot’s approach to game design, test purchasing and retailer 
vigilance campaigns ensures player protection at retail. Camelot is ranked first in the 
leisure sector in Business in the Community’s 2006 Corporate Responsibility Index 

 
• For further information on Camelot, The National Lottery and its games, please visit the 

following websites: www.camelotgroup.co.uk and www.national-lottery.co.uk 
 
• Players of all National Lottery games must be aged 16 or over 
 
• The crossed fingers logo is the registered trademark of the National Lottery Commission 
 
• reMnet™ is the regional media network of Paratus Communications. 

 
Camelot Press Office 

 
Telephone: 020 7632 5711  Facsimile: 020 7240 7314  www.camelotgroup.co.uk  www.national-lottery.co.uk 

Registered Office:  Camelot  Tolpits Lane  Watford  WD18 9RN  Registered in England & Wales No. 2822203 


