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Aircraft Engineers Flying High 
With Thunderball Win 

 
The sky is now the limit for six aircraft engineers from Cheltenham, who are 
feeling on top of the world after winning a £250,000 Thunderball jackpot last 
Wednesday (3 January 2007). 
 
The syndicate winners, known as ‘The Dream Team’, who all work at Smiths 
Aerospace in Bishops Cleeve – a leading transatlantic aerospace systems 
and equipment business – are now celebrating their big Thunderball win. The 
lucky members of the group are: Jo Gill (58) – who has worked for the 
company for 27 years – Mike Williams (55), Alan Howells (56), Michael 
Deakes (52) and head of the syndicate, Larry Davies (51). They all plan to 
continue working in their dream job but have a range of exciting ideas about 
how to enjoying their share of the lottery windfall – plans include paying off 
mortgages, home improvements and buying new cars.  
 
Syndicate leader Larry from Cheltenham, who checks their ticket every week 
on Teletext, discovered they had won the Thunderball top prize. After hearing 
the good news, the syndicate members all piled over to Larry’s house to 
double-check the numbers.   
 
Larry said: “I was stunned when I saw all the numbers on the TV. I rang up all 
the lads and told them we had won and that drinks were ready at my house 
for their arrival. I aim to make sure all my family are OK and look after them 
all.  Following that I plan a few other treats, but need some more time to think 
about what to do – I’m still in shock!”  
 
The syndicate always buy its tickets from the same retailer each week – the 
Spar on Tommy Taylor’s Lane in Cheltenham. The winning Thunderball 
numbers on Wednesday 3 January 2007 were 8, 11, 13, 29, 32 and the 
Thunderball number was 9.   
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Tonight’s (Friday 12 January 2007) there is an estimated £10 million 
EuroMillions jackpot, while tomorrow’s (Saturday 13 January) Lotto jackpot is 
an estimated £4.7 million. Every Lotto play slip now comes with its own Dream 
Number – it is up to players to mark ‘yes’ to give their Dream Number its 
chance of winning up to £500,000, or choose a Lucky Dip®. 
 

-Ends- 
 

For further information, please contact 
Matthew Anderson or Hannah Roberts: 0845 644 5404 / 07747 048 731 
reMnet™ – Camelot’s regional media network 

 
 
Notes to Editors:  
 
• Camelot Group plc is the operator of The National Lottery® and is committed to raising 

money for the Good Causes designated by Parliament.  Camelot is not responsible for 
distributing or awarding these funds 

• To date, over £19 billion has been raised for Good Causes by The National Lottery, and 
more than 250,000 individual awards have been made across the UK – the biggest 
programme of civic and social regeneration since the 19th Century.  The National Lottery 
has given away over £28.7 billion in prizes and created 2,000 millionaires or multi-
millionaires since launch in 1994 

• Camelot runs one of the most cost-efficient lotteries in the world, with around 5 per cent 
of total revenue taken in operating costs. At 40 per cent of total sales (28 per cent to 
Good Causes and 12 per cent in lottery duty to the Government), Camelot returns a 
higher proportion of lottery revenue back to society than any other lottery operator in the 
world. National Lottery retailers receive 5 per cent of total revenue in commission, and 50 
per cent of sales is paid out to players in prizes 

• Camelot is committed to the highest standards in player protection and social 
responsibility in both the retail and interactive environments. The National Lottery 
website, Sky Active and Play By Text services have been accredited by GamCare, the 
UK’s national centre for information, advice and practical help regarding the social impact 
of gambling – while Camelot’s approach to game design, test purchasing and retailer 
vigilance campaigns ensures player protection at retail. Camelot has been ranked among 
the top 40 UK companies in Business in the Community’s 2006 Corporate Responsibility 
Index, and is sector leader in the leisure category 

• For further information on Camelot, The National Lottery and its games, please visit the 
following websites: www.camelotgroup.co.uk and www.national-lottery.co.uk 

• Players of all National Lottery games must be aged 16 or over 
• The crossed fingers logo is the registered trademark of the National Lottery Commission 
• reMnet™ is the regional media network of Paratus Communications. 
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