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Wednesday 22 March 2006

Fortune Teller Predicts Lotto Success For
St Helens Syndicate

A syndicate of friends from St Helens is celebrating a Lotto windfall of
£178,300, just days after a fortune teller told the syndicate leader that he was

going to receive a large sum of money.

Syndicate members, Joe Griffiths, Renee Webster and Betty Griffiths all met
at the Parr Labour Club and have been playing Lotto together since it began.
It was syndicate leader Joe (70) who visited the fortune teller — a family friend

— who told him he was in for a fall, and then for a windfall.

Joe explained: “I didn't really believe in fortune telling, but she made three
predictions. One that | would fall, and | fell down the stairs at Warrington
rugby ground after watching a Saints rugby game there the other day. Then
she said | was going to receive a substantial sum of money, and we won the
Lotto. Finally she said I'd win an even bigger amount, so two out of three isn’t

bad for now!”

The syndicate almost missed out on the money altogether, after Joe threw the

ticket in the bin the day before the draw.

He continued: “I checked the numbers on Tuesday night, thinking it was
Wednesday, and | screwed the ticket up and threw it away because | didn’t
think we had matched any numbers. “My wife, Dorothy, said to me ‘Why have
you done that? It's only Tuesday’ — so | fished the ticket out of the bin and

ironed it out again!”
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Joe, a retired machine operator with Pilkington, watched the draw on
Wednesday night and knew straight away that they had won, but it wasn’t until
Thursday morning when he checked the prizes on Teletext that he realised

how much they would receive.

“| froze when | saw the amount on the screen, and | went and woke Dot to tell
her the good news. Then | rang Renee and Betty who were delighted. | was
stunned for a few minutes, but | didn’t get too excited until | got the cheque. |

must have checked the ticket 10 times to make sure | was right!”

The friends are not planning a huge celebration with their winnings, but Joe

has already got his eye on a new car:

He added: “I've needed to change my car for a while, so I'm going to trade it in
for a newer version. Dot and | will also go on a few holidays to Benidorm or
Majorca, but most of my share will go to my five children.”

The winning numbers on Wednesday 15 March were 1, 14, 21, 30, 35, 48 and
the bonus ball was 24. The winning ticket was bought from Ashtons Green
Post Office in Parr.

Tonight (Wednesday 22 March) there is an estimated £2.7 million Lotto
jackpot and an estimated £2.9 million Lotto Extra jackpot available to win —
while Friday night's (24 March) EuroMillions Rollover jackpot is an estimated
£44 million.

-Ends-

For further information, please contact
Catherine Brown, reMnet™- Camelot’s regional media network:
07793 244 440/ 0161 817 4200
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Notes to Editors:

e Camelot Group plc is the licensed operator of The National Lottery® and is committed to
raising money for the Good Causes designated by Parliament. Camelot is not responsible for
distributing or awarding these funds

e To date, over £18 billion has been raised for Good Causes by The National Lottery, and more
than 230,000 individual awards have been made across the UK — the biggest programme of
civic and social regeneration since the 19" Century. The National Lottery has given away
over £26 billion in prizes and created more than 1,800 millionaires or multi-millionaires since
launch in 1994

e Camelot runs one of the most cost-efficient lotteries in the world, with around 5 per cent of
total revenue taken in operating costs. At 40 per cent of total sales (28 per cent to Good
Causes and 12 per cent in lottery duty to the Government), Camelot returns a higher
proportion of lottery revenue back to society than any other lottery operator in the world.
National Lottery retailers receive 5 per cent of total revenue in commission, and 50 per cent of
sales is paid out to players in prizes

e  Camelot is committed to the highest standards in player protection and social responsibility in
both the retail and interactive environments. The National Lottery website, Sky Active and
Play By Text services have been accredited by GamCare, the UK’s national centre for
information, advice and practical help regarding the social impact of gambling — while
Camelot’s approach to game design, test purchasing and retailer vigilance campaigns
ensures player protection at retail. Camelot has been ranked among the top 30 UK
companies in Business in the Community’s 2005 Corporate Responsibility Index, becoming a
sector leader in the leisure category

e  For further information on Camelot, The National Lottery and its games, please visit the
following websites: www.camelotgroup.co.uk and www.national-lottery.co.uk

. Players of all National Lottery games must be aged 16 or over

e The crossed fingers logo is the registered trademark of the National Lottery Commission

reMnet™ is the regional media network of Paratus Communications.
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