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There’s Gold In Them There Hills! 
Welsh ex-miners strike it rich by digging up £11.5 million Lotto win 

 
Two ex-miners from Crumlin are now celebrating becoming Wales’ second 

biggest National Lottery winners, after unearthing the £11,544,846 Lotto 

Double Rollover jackpot in last Wednesday’s draw (26 July 2006). 
 
The lucky pair – who have been friends for 40 years – have tapped into the 

‘rich seam’ of lottery luck in Wales this year, with spectacular results. Their big 

win comes just two weeks after McDonald’s workers Emma Cox and Luke 

Pittard from Cardiff won a £1,369,847 share of the Wednesday Lotto jackpot 

on 12 July.  
 
Other major Welsh winners in recent months have included Swansea ex-

teacher, Mike Straddon, who enjoyed £1.3 million of Lotto success on 1 

March; Llanelli great-granddad, Bob Bradley, who received a £3.5 million 83rd 

birthday Lotto jackpot bonus on 11 March; and Cwmbran factory worker, 

Gareth Cooper, who won £2.4 million on 19 April 2006. Wales’ biggest ever 

jackpot win of £12.8 million on Lotto Extra was shared by lucky Llanelli couple, 

Ken Henry and Sandra Fosbrooke in May 2005.  
 
The two friends, John Ackerman (63), who is married to Pearl (62), and has 

two children and two grandchildren – and John Stinchcombe (59), who has 

two children and four grandchildren, and lives with his partner, Julie (53), a 

teaching assistant – both worked at the Celynen pits in Crumlin before retiring. 

They have been playing Lotto together since launch, sharing three lines of 

numbers every weekend – though they do not usually play on Wednesdays.  
 
John Ackerman explained: “We don’t usually play on a Wednesday, but Pearl 

nagged me to get a ticket because she’d heard on the radio that it was a big 

Rollover – I’m glad she did now!” 
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He continued: “After checking the numbers on Teletext on Thursday morning, 

I initially thought we’d won £50, so I went to Woolworths on Blackwood High 

Street – where I bought the ticket – to claim the money there.  They told me 

that the prize was too big for them to distribute.  
 
“It was only then that I realised we’d won the jackpot. I really just didn’t believe 

it.  I rang John straight away and he didn’t believe me either!” 
 
John Stinchcombe added: “I’ve led a very happy life without much money and 

have never really dreamed of winning the lottery. It’s just unbelievable we 

have won.” 
 
Both Johns are still waiting for the news to sink in that they are millionaires 

and say they have no idea what to spend the money on yet. The two friends 

actually lived next to each other in the same street in Crumlin for years until 

John and Julie moved to another street nearby just 10 days before the big 

win.  John and Pearl plan to stay in their same terraced house, despite their 

new-found fortune.  Pearl has also said that she will not be giving up her job 

as a domestic assistant in a local nursing home 
 
Pearl said: “This is the house we worked for years to pay for. I’m not going to 

leave it now. We’ve worked very hard to get it just how we want it and we’re 

very happy here. I also love my job, and have already been back since the win 

– everyone there is really pleased for us and all the residents have been 

giving me their congratulations”  
 
The winning ticket, which was made up of a regular choice of randomly 

selected numbers, was bought at Woolworth’s, Blackwood High Street.  The 

winning Lotto numbers on Wednesday 26 July were: 7, 17, 27, 30, 33 and 39. 
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This Wednesday (2 August), there is an estimated £2.5 million Lotto jackpot 

available to win – while Friday’s (4 August) EuroMillions Rollover jackpot is an 

estimated £16 million. Every Lotto play slip now comes with its own Dream 

Number – it is up to players to mark ‘yes’ to give their Dream Number its 

chance of winning up to £500,000, or choose a Lucky Dip.  

-Ends- 
 
For further information, please contact  
Alastair Milburn: 02920 660119 / 07813 857328 
Peter Bibby: 02920 660119 / 07779 783396 
Sarah Kilcoyne: 02920 660119 / 07974 578877 
reMnet™– Camelot’s regional media network 
 
Camelot Press Office: 020 7632 5711 
 
 
Notes to Editors:  
 
• Camelot Group plc is the licensed operator of The National Lottery® and is committed to 

raising money for the Good Causes designated by Parliament.  Camelot is not 
responsible for distributing or awarding these funds 

• To date, over £18.6 billion has been raised for Good Causes by The National Lottery, 
and more than 238,000 individual awards have been made across the UK – the biggest 
programme of civic and social regeneration since the 19th Century.  The National Lottery 
has given away over £26.9 billion in prizes and created more than 1,900 millionaires or 
multi-millionaires since launch in 1994 

• Camelot runs one of the most cost-efficient lotteries in the world, with around 5 per cent 
of total revenue taken in operating costs. At 40 per cent of total sales (28 per cent to 
Good Causes and 12 per cent in lottery duty to the Government), Camelot returns a 
higher proportion of lottery revenue back to society than any other lottery operator in the 
world. National Lottery retailers receive 5 per cent of total revenue in commission, and 50 
per cent of sales is paid out to players in prizes 

• Camelot is committed to the highest standards in player protection and social 
responsibility in both the retail and interactive environments. The National Lottery 
website, Sky Active and Play By Text services have been accredited by GamCare, the 
UK’s national centre for information, advice and practical help regarding the social impact 
of gambling – while Camelot’s approach to game design, test purchasing and retailer 
vigilance campaigns ensures player protection at retail. Camelot has been ranked among 
the top 30 UK companies in Business in the Community’s 2005 Corporate Responsibility 
Index, becoming a sector leader in the leisure category 

• For further information on Camelot, The National Lottery and its games, please visit the 
following websites: www.camelotgroup.co.uk and www.national-lottery.co.uk 

• Players of all National Lottery games must be aged 16 or over 
• The crossed fingers logo is the registered trademark of the National Lottery Commission 
• reMnet™ is the regional media network of Paratus Communications. 

http://www.camelotgroup.co.uk/
http://www.national-lottery.co.uk/
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